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My Dear Brethren, 


Fa. following Diſcourſe was well in- 

tended for the benefit and. happineſs 
of this place; and by the Deſire which 
has been expreſſed of ſceing it in print, I 
have the pleaſure of knowing that, though 
freely worded, it has been well taken. I 
have already ſeen ſom2 good effects from 
it, and I truſt they will remain with us. 
I can only repeat in few words, what 
the Sermon declares more at large, that I 
ſhall at all times be ready to promote your 
temparal and eternal Intereſts on all occa- 
ons both in word and deed, and that I 
" ſhall always remain 
Your affectionate 

Brother and Servant, 


for Chriſt's ſake. 
„. 


Fuft publiſhed by the ſame Author, price Six-penct, 
(at the Requeſt of the Audience) 


Tux DuTY or RELIEVING THE PooR 
AND THEIR CHILDREN. 


A Sermon, 
Preached at St. Peran's in Col ens rx, 
On Sun dax APRIL the 27th, 1783, 
For the BexerrT of the Caarity Schnoor. 


2. COR. ii. 16. 


To the one we are the ſavour of Death unte 
24th; and to the other the ſavour of Life un- 
to Life: and who is ſuſſicient for theſe things? 

* - 


O ſtrangely has the world been divided in 
CI ics opinion concerning the Goſpel, that the 
miniſters of Jeſus Cariit, whoſe buſineſs ir is 
to preach it, have always found themſelves in a 
diificulr fituativn; ſuch as no man can be /uf- 
| ficient for without the gifts of fortitude and 
prudence and patience from the Spirit of God, 
to ſupport and aſſiſt him in his office. Chriſti. 
anity always had and always will have irs adver- 
faries: it corrects the falſe opinions, and controls 
the licentious morals of unconverted nature; 
therefore nature riſes up againſt it; and as 
nature is the ſame in all ages and in all parts of 
the world, time and place make bur little 
difference in this reſpect. The difficulcy was 
certainly greater to the Apoſtles than it is to us. 
The heathen Religion was then in poſſeſſion of 
the world; and all its abominable practices had 
the ſanction of cuſtom and eſtabliſhment; fo 
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enat the oppoſition then carried on againſt the 
Goſpel was more active and virulent, as well as 
more powerful, than it is now. But true Re- 
ligion is ſtill the adverſary of Error and Vice as 
it was then; and therefore the difficulty muſt re- 
main to all the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, fo 
long as Error and Vice ſhall have any power and 
Intereſt upon Earth. God who gave to his 
miniſters the knowledge of the Truth, and all 
good men who love the Truth, will be ready to 
encourage them for their works ſake; but evil. 
will be as near at hand to diſcourage and reſiſt 


them. The Apoſtle having this caſe under his 


conſideration, is ſhocked with the difficulty, and 
cries out, who is ſuſicient for theſe things? Who 
can endure to ſtand in this fearful and trouble- 
ſome ſituation? With the Sun ſhining on one 
ſide of him, and a cold rempeſtuous wind beat-- 
ing againſt him on the other? What patience. 
can hold out againſt, what conſtitution can long 
ſurvive, ſuch a crial? Yer ſuch muſt be the trial, 
in ſome degree, of every true Preacher of God's 
word; and as it has been my lot to preach 
amongſt you, I hope with ſome profit, I am ſure 
with much ſincerity, it will be for our common 


advantage to conſider the difficulties to which L 


am expoſed in common with every other miniſter 
of a Pariſh; that having conſidered them, you 
a": may 


1 
may be ready (as I have reaſon to think . you 
will be) to do all in your power to leſſen them, 


The better I ſhall ſucceed in my Duty, the 


greater will be your advantage; and that as 
well in this world as in the next. 

However well diſpoſed and tractable the peo- 
ple of a Pariſh may be, all will not be alike. 
Some vill reſpect their Miniſter for God's ſake, 
for the Church's ſake, and for his work's ſake; 
they will attend with pleafure to his doctrine, 
and his advice will ſink into their ears. He 
found them good, and his inſtructions will 


make them better: they will profit by his ad, 


monitions, and even bear his reproofs, if ſuch 
ſhould be neceſſary, without being offended. 
But it will not be ſo with all: others there are 
who will judge differently; ſome from an un- 
tractableneſs of natural temper; ſome from 
worldly intereſt; ſome from an unhappy turn in 
their Education, or from a total neglect of it, 
under careleſs and ungodly parents; more from 
bad cuſtoms, and long eſtabliſhed habits of vice 
or ſelf-indulgence. Hence it will always hap- 
pen, that if a Miniſter in his preaching bears 
hard upon any particular fin, as the courſe of his 
Duty may require, and deſcribes the folly, miſery 


part 


and ſhame of it; every ſin will find a friend in 
ſome corner of the Church who will take its 
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part, and be offended with the preacher, If he | 
fpeaks againſt drunkenneſs, there,“ ſays the 
drinker, he meant to reflect upon me: that 
ſtroke upon covetuouſneſs, was intended for me, 


ſays another: in that remark upon the perni- 
cious conſequences of fornication, he meant to 


expoſe me, ſays another. Thus they bring 
themſelves to a perſuaſion, that their Miniſter 
is their enemy, and means to be ſevere upon 
them; for no other reaſon, but betauſe they can- 
not help being ſevere upon themſelves, . Hear 
how the Apoſtle ſtates this difficul y in a few 
words: am I therefore, lays he, become your 
enemy, becanſe I tell you the truth £ Suppoſe we 
fee a man ſtraying out of the road, while he is 
going on buſineſs of the laſt importance, and 
has no time to loſe; and we call out to him to 
tell him he is wrong, and uſe all our endeavours 


to puthim into the right way; ought that man 


to take us for his enemies? We ſhould think 
him a ftrange man if he did. Is the thepherd 
an enemy to the ſtraying ſheep, when he would 
bring it back from the error of its ways in ſafety 
to the fold? But ſuppoſe that which ſou! be a 
ſheep, is a wolf, or a ſwine; ſuch indeed have 
an intereſt againſt being brought back; and, in- 
ſtead of reſpecting their guide as a friend, will 
turn again and rent him. Some ſuch there will 

be 


EPI 

be found in all places. Every miniſter fut 
expect to have ſone amongſt his flock, who are 
more nearly allied to the foreit than the fold; 
who never intcnd to reform themſelves, and do 
not even wiſh to be better than they are: even 
as the ſwine gives itſelf no trouble to acquire thè 
character of the ſneep. What will fuch do? 
What can they do, but endeavour, out of fa- 
vour to themſelves, to leſſen the influence of 
their miniſter? There are ſeveral ways of doing 
this: of which the molt common and obvious, 
is to impure all his zeal to an evil motive; to 
pride, hypocriſy, or ill nature; to any thing 
rather than to fincerity and charity. Another 
way is to take advantage of ſome accident or 
appearance, and raiſe reports to his diſadvantage. 
Tnere never did, nor ever will hve that man up- 
on the earth whoſe life could be ſecure from 
miſrepreſentadion, and Truth miſrepreſented | 
anſwers all the pnrpoſes of defamation better 
than a lie, becauſe there is ſome apparent found 
ation of reaſon and fact to build upon. An- 
ther artifice is that of ridicule. There is in moſt 
men, through the depravation of their nature, 
almoſt as great a propenſity to laugh, as there is 
in SS to Chatter; and therefore they are 
very eaiuy provok<d to it. Children laugh ar 
nothing; and many with older heads upon their 
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will be tempted to ſpeak evil. Hence you will 
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Mulders laugh at that which is next to no- 
thing: ſome laugh when they ought to pray; 
and others when they ought to cry. 1 could tell 
you of a Wit, (now goneto anſwer for his folly) 
who even ridiculed the Providence of God *, and 
the doQrine of future rewards and puniſhments 
in another life: Yet this is the engine which 
many people employ, to leſſen the efficacy of the 
Goſpel, and the influence of thoſe that preach 
it. Not only the Miniſters of God, but even 
God himſelf is made an object of ridicule} 
Thus you ſee how every preacher is expoſed 
by the nature of his office to ſuffer from the 
tongue of lander. They who hate the truth, 
muſt never be expected to love thoſe that pubs, | 
liſh it; and of thoſe whom they do not love they 


underſtand the propriety of that declaration of 


our blefſed Lord, < wee be unto you when all 
men ſpeak well of Tou: for the world at large 


never will weak. well, but of thoſe who make 
all things caſy, and give them no diſturbance: 
falſe prophets who_/peak /mooth things, and care 
for nothing but themſelves, will be well ſpoken of. 
It is another misfortune upon the Miniſter of 
a Pariſh, that with frequent uſc his voice and man- 
* VotTarine, in his Candide, which is a Satyr upos 
the belief boch of 2 partigular and a general Providence. 
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ner become familiar, and conſequently loſe ſome- 
thing of their force and influence upon the au- 
dience. When he comes firſt to a place, he is 
gladly received and eagerly attended to; Juſt as 
any other thing would be that is vc. But when 
curioſity abates, as it always muſt do with fa- 
miliarity and repetition, ſuch as have no deeper 
root than this to their attachment, nfufſt grow 
indifferent and will fall away, perhaps, into to- 
tal inattention. The public is ſo fond of no- 
velty, and more in this than any nation of Eu- 
rope, that they are apt to over-rate whatis new, 
and having began with inexperience and indiſ- 


cretion, they end with diſappointment. Imagina- 
tion, that deceitful faculty, is always at work to 
cheat men with vain expectations: they look 
for more than they can find, and thence ſuſpect 
at laſt that they have found nothing. They 


expect a Preacher to be all perfection, and ex- 
empt from the errors of mortality; but preach· 


ers are expoſed to the ſame croſs accidents 
with other men from the viciſſitudes and trials 


of human life, and the humours of other peo- 
ple, over which they have no power. They have 
their infirmities and their miſtakes; they are ex- 
poſed from without to the contempt of real ene- 
mies, and from within to the neglect and treache- 
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ry of pretended friends; the world from abroad 
| may frown upon the ſincerity of their labours, 
and at home, their foes may be thoſe of their 
own houſehold. In all things of this kind, they 
are not only on a level with other men, but are 
in farther danger of being reduced below it from 
envy to their office, and jealouſy againſt their 
authority: Theſe things, ſaith St. Paul, I have in 
@ figure transferred to myſelf and to Apellos for 
Jour ſakes, that ye might learn in us, not to think 
of men above that whichis written---for I think 
that God bath ſet forth us the Apoſtles laſt, as it 
were appointed unto Death: for we are made a 
ſpeFRacle unto the world and to angels and to men. 
Even Chriſt himſelf, whoſe time was all ſpent in 
doing good, and ſhewing forth many mighty 
works, all of a ſaving and merciful turn, was 
railed at and deſpiſed as one that had à devil 
and was mad. Bur who were they thac ſpoke evil 
of him? conceited blind guides, who had made” 
God's word of no effect; cavetous and adulte- 
rous Phariſees; worldly-minded Prieſts; unbe- 
lieving Sadducees; hypocrites, politicians, and 
profligates. In like manner, if there are any in 
a place who ſhew leſs regard than the reſt to 
, their Clergyman; look at ſuch perſons, and ex- 
amine their lives and manners: ſee whether they 
we kind and merciful to their poor neigh- 
e dours ? 
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bours? whether they make a conſcience of fre- 
quenting the . worſhip of God in the Church? 
Whether they are ſober and temperate, abſtain- 
ing from all indecency andexceſs? It is a com- 
mon obſeryation, thatſome tongues canbe guil- 
ty of little ſlander; becauſe the reports of men 
and their reflexions will have weight according 


to the value of their private characters. What 


does it ſignify how many ill words a man vomits 
out againſt his miniſter, who perhaps is ſeen in 
the ſtreet ſoon after vomiting up his drink? What 
does it ſignify whether be honours a Prieſt or 
not, who blaſphemes the holy name of God in 
his common diſcourſe, and is a diſgrace to his 
profeſſion, and a nuiſance to the public? How- 
ever, as there is no man who means to court an- 
other's ill- will, and who would not rather be glad 
to have his eſteem; the diſeſteem which falls upon 
clergymen from their office, though it be only 
from the worſt, and is totally owing to the parties 
themſelves, i is yet a loſs and a trial: for the worſt 
man has a ſoul, which might be ſaved; and a 
miniſter ig bound to promote the ſalvation of it 
by forbearance and tenderneſs and kind advice, 
fo long as there is any hope remaining. 

Now I have repreſented to you ſome of the 
general difficulties and diſcouragements which 
muſt in all places attend a fincere Clergyman; 
| C I 


I ſhall venture to go a ſtep farther, and ſet before 
you ſome of the diſadvantages peculiar to my- 
ſelf in this place: and F truſt you will hear me 
patlently, and without offence. 
My Brethren, I am thankful that T came 
amongſt you, and hope I ſhall neverhave any rea- 
fon to repentof my choice; for hither did I come 
by choice and not by neceſſity. Theworld was 
before me, and any other place might have ſuir- 
ed With a buſy life, fuch as mine has always been. 
But when I fettled here, the Pariſh had been long 
without a reſident Miniſter, and at times had 
been ſerved very irregularly, and was conſequent- 
ly out of order: yet I think, upon the whole, 
not ſo much as would have happened in ſome 
other places under the like circumſtances: and 
T have imputed much of the good that was 
retained amongſt you to the ſeed ſown and the 
labour beſtowed by a late learned and worthy 
Predeceffor the Reverend Mr. Jonx Whire, 
whoſe light: is not yet gone out, and whoſe narne 
bs to be had in everlaſting remembrance. 
: The firſt difficulty 1 was under, and that a 
very great one, was owing to an habitual neg- 
left of the Communion in too many of the Con- 
gregation: on which account, I laboured in the 
pulpit, and out of it, to produce ſome reforma- 
tion; and not in vain; for we have many more 
- communicants 
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communicants than formerly. But alas! how 
often have I been diſtreſſed with viſiting pea- 
ple in their laſt ſickneſs, who had never attend- 
ed the Communion i in all their lives! In ſome 
few caſes, they had been miſguided by vain 
fears, and the influence of ill advice; all ariſing 
from an ignorance of the ſubject; but in many 
others, this neglect aroſe from the want of a godly 
ſenſe of thedeceitfulneſs of fin, and the great dan- 
gerof acareleſslife unrepented of: and ſecing 8 too 
many others in the ſame way, they were encourag- 
ed (or rather, they encouraged themſelves) to go 
on to their lives end in the ſame fatal error. It 
is ſorrow enough to a Miniſter to attend a Pa- 
riſhioner to his Grave, and to ſee the duſt thrown 
upon a perſon with whom he had converſed and 
to whom he had preached ;; this is ſufficient of 
itſelf; but when the conſideration is added, that 
he had neglected the terms of his ſalvation; that 
he had been often called upon in the Exhorta- 
tion of the Church (a powerful addreſs upon the 
ſubject) but never prevailed upon; that now 
there is no farther exhortation to be uſed, no op- 
portunity in the grave; this is a greater ſorrow 
to every conſiderate mind; and I wiſh'ro God [ 
may feel leſs of it for the time to come. 

Another evil is the prevailing practice of 


exceſſive Drinking, with all its fearful conſe- 
quences; 
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quences ; of which, as you all know, there are 
too many examples; and I fear the riſing gene- 
ration is likely to furniſh more. I cannot ſtay 
now to ſet before you the fin and ſhame and dan- 
ger of this vice; I have done this at other times: 
I haveſhewed you how it is attended with loſs of 
time, of health, of ſubſtance; to the injury of a 
poor family; the hardening of the conſcience; 
the quenching of God's Grace, till the Light of 
Religion is turned into total darkneſs. From 
the havock this fin makes in mens minds bodies 
and eſtates, too much can never be ſaid againſt 
it: and as it is a fearful thing to be a partaker 
in other mens fins, when every man has too many 
of his own to anſwer for; therefore, if there be 
any here preſent, who from the deceitful calcu- 
lations of worldly Intereſt, are tempted to en- 
courage their neighbour to this folly and exceſs, 
and urge him on to abuſe and ruin himfelf; I 
beſeech them to conſider what they are doing, 
and to hear that warning voice of the Prophet--- 
Woe unto bim that giveth bis neighbour drink; 
that putteſt thy bottle to bim, and nateſt bin 
drunken alſo, that thou mayſt look on their na- 
kedneſs---that thou mayſt ſee them ſtripped of 
their reaſon, when they are turned fools, and their 
winds are naked; and ſee them alſo ſtripped of 
their property, after they have fat fwallowing li- 
* quor 


11 
quor, till there is not a penny left in their pock⸗ 
ets. He that ſtrips a man upon the highway, 
has all the ſin to himſelf; but he that ſtrips a 
man in this way, has his neighbour's fin as well 
as his own to anſwer for: and it is juſtly to be 
apprehended that the Providence of Godin ma- 
ny inftances brings ruin inſtead of riches, and 
diſappointment inſtead of ſucceſs, from all that 
fort of gain which ariſes from the corruption of 
other mens morals. So the Prophet tells us, 
that there is a cup of judgment which comes 
round ar laſt, to give them their reward in 
kind, and make them vomit up what they have 
unjuſtly gotten. On which conſideration 1 in- 
treat all thoſe whoſe occupation expoſes them to 
this danger, to be awareof it, and guard againſt 
it as well as they can; with this aſſurance, that 
he who grows rich by other mens ruin takes a fire 
into his boſom, which may lie there ſmothered 
for a time, like embers under the aſhes, but will 
too ſurely break out at laſt into a flame, the effectz 
of which will be felt, when the cauſe is forgotten. 
Another evil, and, to the great misfortune 
of this country, an increaſing evil in many 
places, is that of fornication, which brings an- 
unhappy and unpromiſing race of children upon a 
pariſh, who grow up half diſowned and neglected, 
with the influence of an evil example from their 
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parents, added tothe influence of a corrupt uncul- 
tiyated nature; and who, if they live, will perhaps 
| | bring another breed of the ſame fort, and fo on 
| to the end of the world; to the great corruption 
of the Youths of both ſexes, and the impove- 
riſhigg af; thoſe who live honeſtly, and are 
obliged eg afſiſt in the maintaining of ſuch as be- 
come chargeable to others from vice and idle- 
neſs. Something might be done toward the leſ- 
ſening of this evil, if the officers of a pariſh 
would beſtir themſelves, as they are all bound to 
do in reaſon and conſcience, and ſome of them by 
the ſacred obligation of an oath. The lower 
Claſs of people will certainly make light of this 
evil, if thoſe who are above them do nothing to 
prevent it. A Miniſter according to his Duty, 
repreſents the miſerable conſequences of this 
unlawful commerce; how it is attended with 
loſs of conſcience, loſs of character, the deſtruc- 
tion of family-happineſs, the forfeiting of God's 
bleſſing, the proſpect of beggary, infamy, and 
eternal damnation. Theſe things he may re- 
preſent; but unleſs admonition is ſeconded 
with ſome activity, and ſome authority from the 
Jaws, it will not be of ſufficient weight; becauſe, 
hen things are left to this, and Reformation is 
forwarded by nothing but admonition, it looks 
* peaple were not incarneſt, 
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Another evil is the profanation of the Sab - 
bath. We have too many examples of perſons 
exerciſing their worldly buſineſs in defiance 
of ſobriety and decency; of others abſenting 
themſelves from the Church for years toge- 
ther; and attending no other place of; worſhip; 
as if it were the opinion of the plate, m en 
are at liberty to live without God in the world. 
Of all theſe Abuſes which I have ſet before 
you, there is not one, forthe preventing of which 
I am not ready to do my part: but it is the chief 
buſineſs of this diſcourſe to remind you, that I 
can do nothing of myſelf, againſt the ſenſe, and 
without the hearty concurrence of my neigh- 
bours. When the Miniſter of a Pariſh ' ſtands 
fingle in the exerciſe of diſcipline and the Work 
of Reformation, he can only make himſelf ene- 
mies, who will hate him without a cauſe, inſtead 
of amending themſelves. 
In an' Age when Civit and Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority are both grown decrepit with old age 
and want of *exerciſe, the defects of lawful go- 
vernment muſt be ſupplied by confederacies and 
-alfociations of one party againſt another. This 
is a poor ſubſtitute for regular authority; but in 
-fome caſes, it is the beſt the times allow us. 
Therefore they who wiſh to preſerve order, muſt 


unite againſt thoſe who wiſh to break it. There 
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is nothing that appears odious in the application 


of ſuch remedies as the Law affords, if the ma- 
ny unite againſt the few, who are then left with- 
out that countenance and defence which they 
borrow. from the negle& of their Superiors. 
The Miniſter can do little for his Pariſh in this 
way, unleſs the majority are with him, and deſire 
that he ſhould ſucceed. Indeed it is univerſally 
true, that nothing can be done for thoſe who 
will do nothing for themſelves. It is thus in 
the Education of . Youth, and the inſtruction of 
the ignorant; none can be taught to much pur- 
poſe, but they who are deſirous to learn. Even 
God's Grace works only with thoſe who will work 
along with it: Yea and our bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf, when upon earth, though ever ready to do 
good, could do none to thoſe who were not dif- 
poſed to look for it, and ready to receive it. 

I wiſh to ſee this place a pattern of regularity 
and ſobriety, not an example of drunkenneſs, 


profaneneſs and ill-manners. - If ever I hear it 


ſpoken of under this latter character, I am hurt 
and grieved, as if I had heard ſome evil report 
againſt myſelf or my own family. And does 
it not concern Tou, my - brethren, to feel as 
much for yourſelves as I feel for you? Religion 
Reaſon, and good Policy, the Authority of God 


and the common ſenſe of man, call upon you to 


do 


1 
do what you can againſt the ſpreading evil of 
bad examples and corrupt communications. 
Vice is an expenſive thing to all that practice it, 
and to all thac connive at it. A wicked Pariſh 
will ever be an idle Pariſh; and an idle Pariſh 
(as men are to live by their induſtry mu be 


a poor Pariſh; and the more the poarmereale 
in any place, the fewer ſhoulders are left to bear. 


the Burthen; and then ſome who do hot de- 
ſerve it, and have no ſhare in the general cor- 
rupiion, are broken down with the weight of it. 
I am ſometimes very uneaſy when I revolve 
theſe things in my mind: yet under all theſe 
difficulties, I have two conſiderations on which 
to repoſe myſelf. I have lived long enough 
in the world to know, that however ſincere- 
ly a man may wiſh to have every body do 
what is right, he muſt be content to ſee much 
evil which he cannot prevent, and'to hear many 
falſehoods which he can never hope to ſi- 
lence. If it is his deſire to reſiſt prevailing 
evils, they will not be imputed to him though 
he ſhould not ſucceed : let thoſe look to it, who 


might forward his good intentions and do not. 


The other conſideration with which I comfort 
myſelf is this, and a very common one it is; 
that if we cannot do as much as we would, we 
muſt {till be willing to do as much as we can. 
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If ſome advantages are denied to us, others will 
always be left to us. I can inſtruct the children 
of may Pariſh; I can viſit the ſick, and comfort | 
thoſe who have no comforter but God and my- 

ſelf; I can help the Poor in ſome of their occa- 

»fonal diftrefſes; and (with God's help) I can 

preach the Goſpel freely; and if my labours 
ſhould not proſper here ſo much as might be 

wiſhed; and my Evening Lectures ſhould not be 
io welt attended as when novelty recommended 
them; I muſt then conſider my Country as my 
Pariſh, if it will give me leave; I muſt hope, 
that what I ſpeak here will be better attended 
© fomewhere elſe, and be doing ſome good, 
when I can ſpeak no longer. In the mean time 
I ſhall not be diſcouraged: this Sermon may do 
7 more good than I can yet foreſee, and may ſtir 
1 up ſome others to be like-minded with myſelf. 
. God ſend it may do ſo; the advantage will not 
= [7 be to me, but to us all: and as the time is ap- 
proaching when ſome yearly regulations are to 
take place, I truſt you will all remember what 
1 has now been faid to you. I have only to tell 
1 you farther, that the time is ſhort; and that all 
| worldly intereſts and worldly conſiderations will 
ſoon be of no value to any of us: but that the 
zeal we exerciſe for the honour of God, and the 
beneñt of the place in which we live, will fol- 
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low us into the grave, and rife with us again to 
judgement; mne, 
a 


